The alkaloid ephedrine is obtained from several species of (1929, 1930, 1931) did a large amount of work on the Indian species of ephedra and worked out many points in connection with the pharmacological action and therapeutic properties of not only ephedrine but the allied alkaloid, pseudoephedrine.
(From the Department, of Pharmacology, School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta)
The alkaloid ephedrine is obtained from several species of ephedra growing in China and India. Under the name of Ma Huang this herb has been in use in the Chinese indigenous medicine for about 5,000 years. The development of a useful modern drug out of this ancient remedy is due to the pioneer work of a Japanese chemist, Nagai (1887) , who isolated this alkaloid in a pure form and two Japanese physiologists, Amatsu and Kubota (1917) , who demonstrated the essentially sympathomimetic (epinephrinelike) effects produced by ephedrine. Chen and Schmidt (1924) reopened the therapeutic possibilities of the drug by conducting a series of careful studies with regard to its physiological properties. Chopra and his collaborators (1929, 1930, 1931) Pollak and Robitschek (1926) and Gaarde and Maytum (1927) 
